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STATE FOREST 56 
Partial Revocation of Dedication — Motion 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [9.19 pm]: I move — 

That the proposal for the partial revocation of state forest 56 laid on the table of the Legislative Council 
on Wednesday, 15 October 2014 be carried out. 

The state forest revocation proposal that has been laid on the table relates to the proposed Margaret River 
Perimeter Road, or town bypass, and requires the excision of a portion of state forest 56. The area proposed for 
excision totals 24.49 hectares and is located north of Margaret River. 

I am actually wondering whether I have the wrong speech with me. I think I might have read this out at the time 
I was tabling it. 

Hon Sue Ellery: Can’t you wing it? 

Hon HELEN MORTON: I can wing it very quickly and easily. 

I have moved that this revocation now be carried out. The road is needed to enable a bypass to the 
Margaret River area, which is currently referred to as the Margaret River Perimeter Road. It is anticipated to 
remove heavy vehicle traffic from the main street of Margaret River and provide an alternative route to those 
travelling through Margaret River. In November 2013, 10.6 per cent of the traffic through Margaret River was 
considered heavy vehicle traffic, which equates to about 400 heavy vehicles going through the main street of 
Margaret River each day and especially into the tourist season. This revocation will see the excision of about 
24.49 hectares from state forest 56. The excision will result in the clearing of native vegetation and part of the 
Margaret River pine planation. It actually has the support of the Department of Parks and Wildlife and the 
Conservation Commission of Western Australia. As a condition of the Conservation Commission’s endorsement 
and prior to commencement, Main Roads Western Australia was required to develop a detailed construction and 
environmental management plan in consultation with the Department of Parks and Wildlife, which has been 
completed. Main Roads has therefore been working with the Department of Environment Regulation to provide 
the environmental offsets on a like-for-like basis, which is currently being undertaken. 

Hon Adele Farina: Will that go into the state forest? 

Hon HELEN MORTON: Yes, it does; absolutely! I am sorry, is the member talking about whether the  
like-for-like will go into state forest? The proposed offset will be purchased on a like-for-like basis and have 
similar conservation values and size to the areas proposed for clearing, but I do not have information that states it 
will go into the state forest. I have therefore moved that the partial revocation be carried out. 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral) [9.23 pm]: I rise to offer the opposition’s support for this 
revocation, which I understand relates to three areas: an area of 24.49 hectares to be excised from state forest 56; 
an area of 0.54 hectares to be excised from Bramley National Park; and an area of 4.02 hectares to be excised 
from timber reserve 60/25. At the outset, I thank, in particular, Jason Foster from the minister’s office for the 
briefing notes he provided to me in relation to this motion. As the minister said, this excision allows for the 
construction of a new road east around Margaret River, which the minister said is known as the Margaret River 
perimeter road. When government asks for parcels of land to be excised, particularly from a national park, it is 
always an issue that needs to be looked at closely. These parcels of land or forest are created for important 
reasons. However, there is no doubt that this project is much needed in the south west region. Hon Adele Farina 
and Hon Sally Talbot have both been advocates for this road and have spoken about it previously. Even though 
some marri and jarrah forest will be cleared with this excision, given the minister’s comments this evening that 
there will be like-for-like replacement of the land being excised, we support the project.  

Hon Col Holt: It is just state forest, not a national park.  

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: My understanding is that half a hectare is from Bramley National Park, so it 
involves state forest, some of the pine plantation and Bramley National Park. That is certainly the information 
I have been given, so it is not just state forest. Nonetheless, we are getting like-for-like replacement for the land 
that is being cleared.  

Given the time of the evening, I do not propose to speak on this for too much longer other than to reaffirm that 
the opposition supports this excision. I am sure as a local member, Mr President, you also will be happy to hear 
this, and I conclude my remarks. 

Question put and passed. 
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